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Small Town Feeling, Big Energy Efficiency Commitment

Residents of Beaumont live in a small ~ They have retrofitted the entire Civic “Hit them 3 times”

town, and they wouldn’t have it any Center building with new florescent . , )
other way, regardless of how big lighting, replacing inefficient T12 and Among the most impressive results in
they grow. T8 fixtures with energy efficient low- Beaumont's energy efficiency efforts
wattage T8 and T5 fixtures. They have has been their success with the Du_'ect
While living in a town that traces its also replaced many wall mounted light ~ /nstall Program. This program deliv-
history to 1912, civic leaders and switches with occupancy detectors, ers technical assistance, energy audits,
residents alike have maintained the further reducing energy use. These financial incentives and energ;_/-efflment
feeling of a small, tight-knit community, changes resulted in savings of over hardware I:etl'OfItS to small b_usmesses.
while fully embracing modern energy 18,000 kWh a year. Beaumont’s success with this program
efficiency. Downtown may be lined has been unprecedented.
with antique stores, but their approach  Taking ‘green’ to the next level, the city .
to energy efficiency is state of the art. s even retrofitting a recently purchased 1 n€ secret to this success was great

old school building and converting it into Flacl:‘ming _Tnd C(IJ_ordingtion. Alcggl’ding l

i a new police station, as o Councilman Larry Dressel, “Our goa

Breakmg the Tap e - well aspadditional office was to hit the businesses with informa-
space. As a lead building tion about the program 3 times.”

Beaumont is committed to
leading the region in en-
ergy efficiency. “We really
like to see our whole city
as a leader,” says Mayor
Brian DeForge, “we like
to be first, we like to be
leading the way, we like to
break the tape.”

official explains about the
project, “We’re working
with Edison’s Partnership
Team from the get-go,
retro-commissioning it and
working diligently to make
sure that it’s energy ef-
= ficient. We're recycling our
.7 old public buildings!”

Step one was a letter from the Mayor,
sent to local businesses, announcing the
new “City of Beaumont Goes Green’
program, along with information about
the city’s partnership with SCE’s Energy
Efficiency Partnership Program. This set
the tone for a full campaign of education
and community involvement.

To fully realize their com-

mitment to energy efficiency, It's not just building retrofits that are
city officials are working with the contributing to energy efficiency in
Southern California Edison (SCE) Beaumont. In the western part of the
Energy Efficiency Partnerships city is the newly built Mesa Lift Station,
Program. Through the partnership, which utilizes two Variable Frequency
and with impressive teamwork and Drive (VFD) pumps to move waste wa-
cooperation within city agencies, they  ter from new homes on the city’s west-
have implemented a variety of ‘green’  ern boundaries to a water treatment
projects that are delivering significant  facility on the south side. By utilizing
energy savings. VFD pumps, Beaumont is taking advan-
tage of lower operating costs, extended
Leading by Examp[e pump life, and reduced maintenance
costs. This project has resulted in sav- City of Beaumont

‘Going green’ is more than just a
slogan to city officials — it’s something
that they fully embrace in city facilities.
Proof of this is clearly visible in the
Civic Center retrofit project.

ings of over 375,000 kWh. Incentives Building and Safety/
from this project will enable the city to
embark on another energy efficiency
retrofit project at the police station, as
well as other city facilities.

Code Enforcement Department Staff
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The second step was the creation of
a special flyer with details about the
‘Go Green’ program and the SCE
Partnership, highlighting the Direct
Install Program. This flyer was then
hand delivered to business owners

by Code Enforcement officers, Build-
ing Inspectors, and the Fire Inspector.
Business owners were reassured that
this was a legitimate program, offering

real benefits, with the full support of city

officials.

Lastly, the City’s Chamber
of Commerce got involved.
“We have a very active
Chamber” stated Chamber
Director Kathy Munyas,
“and we are continually
looking for ways to assist
our local businesses.”

The Chamber sent emails
about the program to each
qualified business owner
who was a Chamber of
Commerce member,

b-\

o j"‘_A\ny 'busmess that part|C|pates in

~ the p'fogram is gomg to get the
benéflt of not only being a ‘green’
business, but theyll also get a

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

N EDISON

An EDISON INTERNATIONAL® Company

fantastic reductlon in their bill.”

Mayor Brian DeForge

Economic conditions were creating

challenges for many of the antique
dealers, so city employees were

“ecstatic” to see that most of them
would be participating in the Direct

Install Program. “We want to keep them

here,” said the Mayor, “we want
to ensure that that part of our

community —

the heart of our town, of

our culture — is alive and growing.”

The result of this 3-step coordinated
effort has been a tremendous success

for Beaumont’s business
community. While normal
participation rates for this
type of program are usually
near 30%, the participation
rate in Beaumont was over
60%, and has resulted in
over 440,000 kWh saved!

The work being done in
Beaumont is an example
of a small town that thinks
big about energy, and is

further reinforcing the
message to the business community.

Helping the Heart of the
Community

“We want people to feel that this is a
small town,” said Mayor DeForge, “we
want them to feel that they can walk
downtown and shop our antique stores,
and feel like they’re in a kind of May-
berry. That’s why people love it here.”

Many of Beaumont’s antique stores are
in the downtown area — an older part of
the community. Many of the buildings
there were built in the 1960’s, ‘50’s and
even back to the ‘40’s. These buildings
are in the most need of energy
efficiency retrofits.

working with SCE’s Energy

Efficiency Partnerships program to get
things done right. As one city staffer
says, “I just can’t say enough positive
things about our partnership with
Edison.”

Annual kWh Savings
in Beaumont

Civic Center Florescent Lighting
Retrofit

Over 18,000 kWh

Mesa Lift Station
Over 375,000 kWh

Direct Install Program
Over 440,000 kWh
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For More Information

Southern California Edison offers
a range of programs such as cash
incentives, energy surveys, and
payment options to help you bet-
ter manage your electricity costs.
To learn more, please contact
your SCE account representative,
call (800) 990-7788, or visit us at
www.sce.com.

Learn More About Business
Incentive Programs:

Business Incentives
(800) 736-4777

SCE Energy Management
Classes:

Customer Technology
Application Center

www.sce.com/ctac
800-336-2822

Agricultural Technology
Application Center

www.sce.com/agtac
800-772-4822

This case study is provided for your general
information only. Energy savings will vary
by customer. Funding for the Partnership is
provided by California utility customers and
administered by Southern California Edison
under the auspices of the California Public
Utilities Commission.
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