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VIEW the Success!
TULARE LEADS THE WAY IN ENERGY INNOVATION

Seven cheese and milk plants in the city of Tulare produce 7 million gallons of thick
untreated wastewater per day.

That’s roughly equal to what Fresno’s 500,000 population (8 times larger than Tulare)
creates daily. Obviously, Tulare’s wastewater treatment plant gets a heavy workout,
which is reflected in the plant’s $2.5 million annual power bill.

So, city officials have embarked on a creative mission to reduce power costs wherever
possible. They installed fluorescent street lights, replaced inefficient air conditioners and
added reflective coating to cool roofs of public buildings.

And they’ve aggressively sought to cut costs at the wastewater plant. The city is
installing a 1-megawatt solar photovoltaic power plant, financed in part through a
federal energy-efficiency block grant, to help power the facility. The solar plant will save
about $184,000 per year in energy costs, said Lewis R. Nelson, the city’s public works
director.

In addition, a fourth biogas fuel cell is being built at the site. When finished in October,
the cells, which are fed by the effluent from the milk dairy plants, will generate about $1

million worth of power annually.

Nelson said the city wants to do more with clean energy, and has plans for a waste-to-
energy plant on 18 acres.

“In these budget times, it pays to spend a bit to save a lot over time,” he said.
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