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History, in brief:History, in brief:

!! BeginningsBeginnings

!! Medieval periodMedieval period

!! Good Roads Movement (1880s to 1900s)Good Roads Movement (1880s to 1900s)

!! The Transit City (1890s-1950s)The Transit City (1890s-1950s)

!! Motorization (1900s - present)Motorization (1900s - present)

!! Bike boom, bicycle and pedestrian masterBike boom, bicycle and pedestrian master
plans (1970s to present)plans (1970s to present)

!! Complete streets (2000-)Complete streets (2000-)



Beginnings:Beginnings:

Walking is fundamentalWalking is fundamental

Medieval streets were REALLYMedieval streets were REALLY

completecomplete



Good Roads MovementGood Roads Movement

The Transit City 1880s-1950sThe Transit City 1880s-1950s



MotorizationMotorization

Complete Streets in context:Complete Streets in context:
Elements of 20Elements of 20thth century traffic law and regulation century traffic law and regulation

!! Planning, design, constructionPlanning, design, construction

!! Operations (LOS, signalization, speed limits)Operations (LOS, signalization, speed limits)

!! CodesCodes

!! FundingFunding

!! LicensingLicensing

!! EnforcementEnforcement



DoesnDoesn’’t Yelena deserve complete streets?t Yelena deserve complete streets?

DonDon’’t all the children?t all the children?



DoesnDoesn’’t everyone?t everyone?

Why is the complete streetsWhy is the complete streets

movement succeeding?movement succeeding?

!! planetary emergency of climate changeplanetary emergency of climate change

!! quality of life, safety, healthquality of life, safety, health

!! appeal to sense of fairnessappeal to sense of fairness

!! WhatWhat’’s in a name?s in a name?

!! maturation of a movementmaturation of a movement

!! organizingorganizing



We live in the troposphereWe live in the troposphere

Why is the complete streetsWhy is the complete streets

movement succeeding?movement succeeding?

!! planetary emergency of climate changeplanetary emergency of climate change

!! quality of life, safety, healthquality of life, safety, health

!! appeal to sense of fairnessappeal to sense of fairness

!! WhatWhat’’s in a name?s in a name?

!! maturation of a movementmaturation of a movement

!! organizingorganizing



Partners and Steering Committee MembersPartners and Steering Committee Members
(partial list)(partial list)

!! AARPAARP

!! American Association of Landscape ArchitectsAmerican Association of Landscape Architects

!! American Council of the BlindAmerican Council of the Blind

!! American Planning AssociationAmerican Planning Association

!! American Public Transportation AssociationAmerican Public Transportation Association

!! Institute of Transportation EngineersInstitute of Transportation Engineers

!! Robert Wood Johnson FoundationRobert Wood Johnson Foundation

!! Safe Routes to School National PartnershipSafe Routes to School National Partnership

!! Smart Growth AmericaSmart Growth America

!! Blue Cross Blue ShieldBlue Cross Blue Shield

www.completestreets.orgwww.completestreets.org

Barbara McCann,Barbara McCann,

Complete Streets HeroComplete Streets Hero



Policy SnapshotPolicy Snapshot

!! 101 policies in 96 jurisdictions101 policies in 96 jurisdictions

!! Half in citiesHalf in cities

!! 70 new policies since 200670 new policies since 2006

Our woman in Washington (1)Our woman in Washington (1)



Our man in WashingtonOur man in Washington

House Transportation and InfrastructureHouse Transportation and Infrastructure

Committee bill:  Office of LivabilityCommittee bill:  Office of Livability

Comprehensive street designComprehensive street design policy or principle:   policy or principle:  ““aa
transportation law or policy transportation law or policy …… that ensures that ensures——

!! (A) the adequate accommodation, in all phases of(A) the adequate accommodation, in all phases of
project planning and development, of all users of theproject planning and development, of all users of the
transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists,transportation system, including pedestrians, bicyclists,
public transit users, children, older individuals, motoristspublic transit users, children, older individuals, motorists
(including motorcyclists), and individuals with disabilities;(including motorcyclists), and individuals with disabilities;

!! (B) the consideration of the safety and convenience of all(B) the consideration of the safety and convenience of all
users in all phases of project planning and development;users in all phases of project planning and development;
andand

!! (C) the consideration of the context in which any facility(C) the consideration of the context in which any facility
is planned to be constructed as part of the project tois planned to be constructed as part of the project to
determine the appropriate facility design.determine the appropriate facility design.””



 House Transportation and Infrastructure House Transportation and Infrastructure

Committee bill: Title 23, Section 109Committee bill: Title 23, Section 109

!! ““The Secretary shall ensure that the plansThe Secretary shall ensure that the plans

and specifications for each proposedand specifications for each proposed

highway project under this chapterhighway project under this chapter

provide for a facility that will [be]provide for a facility that will [be]

consistent with comprehensive streetconsistent with comprehensive street

design policiesdesign policies…”…”

Our woman in Washington (2)Our woman in Washington (2)

““Complete streets Complete streets …… means including means including
bike paths, sidewalks, and ramps for thebike paths, sidewalks, and ramps for the
disabled at the beginning of the planningdisabled at the beginning of the planning
processprocess——not treating them as annot treating them as an
afterthoughtafterthought……

““If we make walking and biking a moreIf we make walking and biking a more
practical choice for all ages, we canpractical choice for all ages, we can
combat congestion, improve air quality,combat congestion, improve air quality,
and promote better health all at theand promote better health all at the
same time.same time.””

Senator Barbara BoxerSenator Barbara Boxer

Mobility 21 ConferenceMobility 21 Conference

October 30, 2006October 30, 2006



Friends in even higher placesFriends in even higher places

Maintaining Our RegionMaintaining Our Region’’s Leadership Roles Leadership Role

!! co-sponsor H.R. 1443co-sponsor H.R. 1443

!! SACOG and STA project checklistSACOG and STA project checklist

!! maintenance and operations opportunitiesmaintenance and operations opportunities

!! downtown(sdowntown(s))

!! shift funding to accelerate retrofitsshift funding to accelerate retrofits

!! BlueprintBlueprint

!! sustainable streetssustainable streets

!! ongoing training, education and advocacyongoing training, education and advocacy



Maintenance and operations areMaintenance and operations are

opportunities to complete the streetsopportunities to complete the streets

Maintaining Our RegionMaintaining Our Region’’s Leadership Roles Leadership Role

!! Co-sponsor H.R. 1443Co-sponsor H.R. 1443

!! SACOG and STA project checklistSACOG and STA project checklist

!! maintenance and operationsmaintenance and operations

!! downtown(sdowntown(s))

!! shift funding to accelerate retrofitsshift funding to accelerate retrofits

!! BlueprintBlueprint

!! sustainable streetssustainable streets

!! ongoing training, education and advocacyongoing training, education and advocacy



New York City, 1909New York City, 1909

!! Image-courtesy of New YorkImage-courtesy of New York
Times via Times via StreetsblogStreetsblog

New York City, 2009New York City, 2009



Photo CreditsPhoto Credits

!! National Complete Streets CoalitionNational Complete Streets Coalition

!! New York TimesNew York Times

Thank you!Thank you!

For more info, contact:For more info, contact:

Chris MorfasChris Morfas

cmorfas@airquality.orgcmorfas@airquality.org


